Once again Hellenic Ornithological Society expresses its extreme disapproval for the decision of Sokratis Famellos (Deputy Mayor of Environment) concerning hunting in Greek territory for hunting period 2018-2019 which begins today. Furthermore, it expresses its frustration with the announcement of the Ministry of Environment which recognizes hunting as “environmental asset management” in National Strategy for Forests which has been put on public consultation. 
Like previous years, the regulatory decision about hunting dictated by the hunting lobby, this year is characterized by Ministry’s indifference to the protection of turtle dove. On the basis of the International Action Plan for this species with the participation of dozens of members of the European Scientific Community and the European Committee. The temporary ban of hunting all around was proposed till the model for adaptive harvest management is operated and developed. The Ministry of Energy instead of taking over its responsibilities, it decided to innovate while reducing the harvest of turtle dove from 12 to 10 animals. Our query is which data and calculations have contributed to the ministry’s decision.
While in most countries where the turtle dove is reproduced, its population has declined, a temporary ban on turtle dove hunting was proposed. According to International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), turtledove is listed as endangered, both at international and European level. In the European Union of 28-member states, it is classified as critically endangered. Nevertheless, the Ministry of Energy states that preservation of this species is not threatened in our country, as well as turtledove hunting while it passes through Greece during the autumn, it could not affect their populations in other countries.
Apart from turtle dove, hunting of some species such as Anas Acuta is continued, although the available scientific data prove the severe population decline in Greece. We should mention that not only Anas Acuta but also other species (Anas querquedula, Eurasian wigeon, pochard, lapwing, redwing) are classified as “endangered” in the European red list of endangered species. For all these species hunting is permitted by Ministry of Energy. 
We are not surprised by the maintenance of system of climactic dates. On violation of national and European law, end date of bird hunting is not the same for all species. It continues after the 31st of January when some species have started to migrate to their breeding grounds. For some species, like the common blackbird, the breeding season has started. In the meanwhile, hunting during February causes nuisance to many other non-hunting species of the bioreserve. According to European Commission guidelines, end date of hunting season should be the same for all bird species with common morphological characteristics for avoidance of killing non-game species as there is a great possibility that someone is confused during recognition of bird species. 
This year, as previous years, the political leadership of Ministry of Energy decided to ignore the proven statements of Hellenic Ornithological Society. It has even ignored scientific data of European Scientific Community for a temporary hunting ban on turtle dove with the intention of its population protection. Have hunters noticed that year by year population of this species is declined significantly?
Notes
1. In National Action Plan for the turtle dove is proposed the development of model for the handling of the species hunting in every migration path on the basis of population data and data of hunting. By this model, the number of this bird species that each hunter could kill in national and topical level is proposed.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Data concerning Anas Acuta have been gathered on the purview of mid-winter aquatic birds count, which are part of a global program (International Water bird Census) of Wetlands International Organization and Hellenic Ornithological Society at international and national level respectively. It is the longest-lived program at international level of dioversity watching in the world. They have been recorded mainly aquatic birds which spend the winter in wetlands, and other species from different families such as predators and seabirds. Estimation of birds’ populations and any changes in wetlands is available by collected data.
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